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Bird Construction Inc. has signed 

five new contracts with a combined 

value of more than $530 million. 

The awarded contracts include a 

large manufacturing facility, the Kak-

abeka Falls Generating Station Life Ex-

tension Project, two contracts for large 

energy clients, and a 13-storey modu-

lar tower for BC Housing’s Permanent 

Supportive Housing Initiative. 
Bird’s wholly owned subsidiary, Stu-

art Olson Industrial Constructors, has 

been contracted for the Kakabeka 

Falls Generating Station Life Extension 

Project by Ontario Power Generation 

(“OPG”) in a 50/50 joint venture.  

Bird was awarded a new project 

and a separate significant change 

order within an existing project with 

two long-term clients in the Wood Buf-

falo region of Alberta. The work is for 

site infrastructure and other project 

services, including concrete founda-

tions, instrumentation and controls, as 

well as telecommunications, fibre 

optic, mechanical, and high and low 

voltage electrical services. 
Bird was also awarded an addi-

tional construction management con-

tract for a 13-storey modular tower for 

BC Housing’s Permanent Supportive 

Housing Initiative, located on West 8th 

Avenue in Vancouver, BC.  
Awarded Canada’s tallest modular 

build earlier this year, this is Bird’s 

second multi-storey modular construc-

tion project design that will be deliv-

ered by its Stack Modular business.  

The 13-storey modular project is 

part of the permanent supportive 

housing initiative between BC Hous-

ing, the City of Vancouver, and the 

Canada Mortgage and Housing Corpo-

ration (“CMHC”) to deliver a minimum 

of 300 permanent supportive homes 

on five city-owned sites to meet the 

growing need for supportive housing 

in the community.  The volumetric modular construc-

tion design solution allows for replica-

bility and standardization across all 

residential floors, cost-effectiveness, 

logistical ease, and ultimately, a faster 

turnaround for the permanent sup-

portive housing initiative program. 

“These awards reflect the success 

we are achieving in the diversification 

of our work program across Canada 

with our significant self-perform capa-

bilities, strong project management, 

and forward-leaning accelerated con-

struction solutions,” said Teri McKib-

bon, President and CEO of Bird. “Our 

continued ability to deliver critical proj-

ects across a range of sectors has so-

lidified our reputation as a trusted 

partner. We look forward to further 

strengthening relationships with our 

clients, partners, and community 

stakeholders through our innovative 

and collaborative approach.”

Bird Construction Inc. awarded five new contracts worth over $530 million
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OPG has announced plans to rede-

velop the Kakabeka Falls Generating 

Station near Thunder Bay. The project 

will include construction of new pow-

erhouse extension with two new gen-

erating units, a new surge tank, and 

new penstocks. 

A redeveloped Kakabeka Falls sta-

tion will provide approximately 27 MW 

of clean power and operate for addi-

tional 90 years - one of OPG’s oldest 

hydroelectric generating stations is set 

to be redeveloped.  

Currently, the northwest Ontario 

site is the second-oldest hydro station 

in OPG’s fleet. It is set to be redevel-

oped in the coming years. 

Moch of its original equipment 

from 1906 remains in operation. With 

a peak output of 24.4 megawatts 

(MW), the time-tested plant continues 

to provide enough electricity from its 

four units to power about 25,000 

homes. 

However, Kakabeka Falls is ex-

pected to reach its end of life in the 

next few years. In preparation, OPG is 

now planning for the station’s redevel-

opment to ensure it can continue to 

generate clean, reliable power for an 

additional 90 years. 

The project is now in the definition 

phase, which includes front-end engi-

neering and design work. Construc-

tion is expected to start in 2025 and 

be completed in 2027,  

Work will include building of a new 

powerhouse extension located up-

stream of the existing powerhouse on 

the eastern bank of the Kaministiquia 

River. 

The new powerhouse will house 

two new modern turbine-generating 

units capable of generating approxi-

mately 27 MW of clean electricity, 

about three MW more than the plant’s 

current capacity, or a 13% increase.  

The station is located within the 

traditional territory of the Fort William 

First Nation, opposite of the Kakabeka 

Falls Provincial Park. 

Four existing generating units and 

ancillary equipment will be removed 

from the current powerhouse, which 

will be maintained in its original loca-

tion. The four existing penstocks will 

also be removed and replaced with 

new penstocks. Finally, the project will 

replace the plant’s surge tank, which 

is used to manage abrupt changes in 

water pressure.

OPG redeveloping 117-year-old Kakabeka Falls Generating Station 
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EllisDon has hoisted the final beam 

at the Thunder Bay Correctional Com-

plex (TBCC).  

Project team members were invited 

to sign the structural beam to mark 

the completion of the building’s frame-

work and recognize their efforts for 

reaching the highest point of construc-

tion.  

The TBCC will replace an aging jail 

and correctional facility with a new, 

345-bed, multipurpose complex. Both 

the Thunder Bay Jail and Thunder 

Bay Correctional Facility are among 

the oldest provincially run adult cor-

rectional facilities, which were built in 

1928 and 1965, respectively. 

The new facility will update au-

tomation and technology to address 

issues of health, safety and security. 

This includes efficiencies related to 

design, technology, and the use of 

space including behavioural and 

mental health housing options and 

improved access to natural light and 

outdoor spaces. 

Designed to meet Leadership in En-

ergy and Environmental Design 

(“LEED”) certification by focusing on 

energy efficiency, healthy indoor envi-

ronments and reduced greenhouse 

gas emissions, the site will include a 

connection to an existing 50-inmate 

facility called the Thunder Bay Modu-

lar Built Facility (“MBF”), which is lo-

cated to the southeast of TBCC and is 

currently under construction. 

A new access driveway from High-

way 61 and design and construction 

of a 4,000 sq. ft. wastewater treatment 

facility are also included. 

“A new correctional facility for 

Thunder Bay is a very important in-

vestment to enhance the facility’s liv-

ing conditions, security, technology, 

and space. We are honoured to be se-

lected to design, build, finance and 

maintain the new Thunder Bay Cor-

rectional Complex project,” said Joey 

Comeau, chief operating officer and 

executive vice president, Capital at El-

lisDon.

EllisDon hoists final beam at TBCC
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